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Historic Renovation Project at Tufts University Wins First Place 
 

Payton Construction Honored for Aesthetic and Technical  
Achievement in the International Excellence in Masonry Awards Competition 

 
BOSTON, Mass. - February 21, 2007 - Tufts University’s West Hall restored by Payton Construction, a 
full service builder and construction manager, is the winner of the rehab/restoration category of the 
Mason Contractors Association of America’s International Excellence in Masonry Awards competition. 
 
Erected on the Medford campus in 1871 as a dormitory, West Hall is a four-story red brick and Nova 
Scotia sandstone building. Built in the Ruskinian Gothic style, it follows the design principles popularized 
by British art and social critic John Ruskin in the 1800’s. Gradually over the years, due to a lack of 
maintenance and poorly executed repairs, many of the original architectural elements were removed from 
this historic building at the heart of Tufts’ campus. Continuing its decade long relationship with Tufts 
University, Payton Construction was charged with restoring West Hall’s brick and sandstone exterior and 
slate roof to their original splendor. 
 
A panel of judges, including a mason contractor and several architects from the Georgia Institute of 
Technology College of Architecture, selected winners in eight categories from the more than 40 projects 
received. The jury reviewed entries for overall design excellence and creative use of brick, block, stone, 
glass block or tile. Winning projects were selected for both aesthetic and technical design achievement as 
well as masonry craftsmanship. 
 
Rudi Pizzi, Deferred Maintenance Program Manager for Tufts University, could not be more pleased 
with West Hall’s restoration. “This was a high-profile project, on a very tight site in the heart of campus. 
It was paramount this site remain spotless and for it to go off without a hitch. McGinley Kalsow and 
Payton did a tremendous job on this project.” 
 
The winners were honored at a reception in Orlando, Florida on February 21, 2007. 
 
 
Project Highlights 
• Asphalt shingles replaced with green and purple slate 
• Terra cotta trim substituted with copper hip and ridge flashing 
• Replicas of original roof cresting and finials added 
• 100% of masonry repointed 
• Special 2-1/8" flash and smooth red bricks manufactured in Maine 
• Sandstone purchased from quarry in Nova Scotia 
• Brick and sandstone cleaned  

http://www.payton-construction.com/p.projtuftswest.htm
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Project Team  
General Contractor: Payton Construction Corporation 
Architect: McGinley Kalsow & Associates, LLP 
Mason Contractor: Phoenix Bay State Construction Company, Inc. 
Owner: Tufts University 
 
 
About Payton Construction 
Payton Construction Corporation is an award-winning, full service builder and construction manager 
headquartered in Boston. Our mission is to provide personal and professional construction services to 
owners and architects who demand integrity, quality and service. Founded over twenty years ago, Payton 
is one of the largest general contractors in the Boston area, performing more than $300 million in 
construction each year. Payton serves most market sectors including everything from Academic and 
Corporate to Healthcare and Science/Technology. For more information, and to view our work, visit our 
award-winning website at www.payton-construction.com. 
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